o -,;- A4
.-..,____ ;_z,“__,.w

STATINTL

Approved For Release 2001/03/07 CIA RDP91 -009

(r[ i

JL) [ J)A.l\_.

5 Oo bober 19 wO

IF BI1 prmbmp
ex-spy’s role
in task ffo:r@e

By JOE TRENTO
Staﬂ reporter

el

R

WASHI'\IGTON A former CIA agent
.already wanted in a plot to murder a high
-Libyan .official, tried to shake down the
director of naval intelligence, the FBI has
. léarned. - .

"The same suspect ‘who was the cmlmn
head of the highly secret intelligence Ta: ski
-Foree 157, is also charged with pnvate ille-

B gal arms deals.

7 Edmund P. Wﬂson ‘who has been. wanted
“on a federal fugltwe warrant since April,’
_has become a pawn in the rivalry between’
“the two admirals who-run the U.S. mte]h-

gence community.

Cne of the two Adm. Bobby Ray Inman
director of the National Security Avemy
{NSA), confirmed last week that he had
asked for an FBI probe into Wilson’s etivi-

ties.- - - :

A spokesman for the other Adm Stans—,

|

b

field Turner, director of the Central mtelh—.

gence Aoency, said the CIA would have no.

comment on the matter. -

“Turner, a classmate of Presndent‘
Jimmy Carter at the Naval Acad-
emy, has failed in his atternpt to:
convince the president to put all|
American intelligence actwmes1
under the CTA’scontrol. -~ = .=

JInman, 4 little-known mtelhgence
professwnal whoris highly respected
by Congress, earned Turner’s wrath
because the NSA has been given
mcreasmg control over the nation’s
spy‘satellite - program.’ Inman’s

agency .is ;responsible : for the]

nation’s Secret electronic communi-:
cations, mtelhgence messages and

opgraphy.: - R
(I’{‘;ep Sunday News Joumal has
learned thatin recent weeks Turner

afid his deputies.in the CIA have,

bnefed reporters frofh major news.!
organizations - about: Wilson - and '
Task Force 157, which grew from a l
small naval mtelhgence operatlon
into a large-scale spy group. Those!
fzmiliar with the briefings say the!
CIA has’tried to lay the blame for
‘tHe task forces problems . at
Inman’s feet. i

]

|

1968 by Admiral Thomas Meorer
‘when he was. chief of naval opera-

‘Assistant  U.S. Attorney . E.
Lawrence-Barcella Jr., chief prose-
cufor in the case agam:t Wilson,
confirmed that the mvestwatlon
into Wilson was prompted by a com-
plaint from the CIA that Wilson had
been palming himself off as a CIA
agent. The CIA told Barcella that
WIISOD no longer had anythmﬂ to do
with the agency.

“What the CIA apparently dxd not:

know is that Inman gave. extensive.

testimony to FBI investigators

-about what he- had Ieamed about;

Wilson and Task Force 157.
Inman, in a rare telephone mter-

view, told the Sunday News Journal |

that he closed down Task Force 157.

-“I closed it down because it was out |

of control and becauvse its contimied

operation was .a.drain on Navy

resonrces . ;. - .,
I fired Wllson because I thouvht
hewasa petty grafter what we call
a S percenter.” _ “ R
‘The most serious charge in the
indictment against Wilson is his
alleged involvemnentina conspiracy
tolmurder an opponent of Libyan-
leader Moammar. Khadafy in Gen-
eva, Switzerland, in 1977. 7
‘Themdxctment handed down in in
Washington last Aprﬂ also includes
several counts of conspiracy to ship
rifles to Libya. Then, as now, the
United States had a ban on- shxppmg
wéapons to Libya. ‘ e
- tWilson, 56, whose arms dealmrrsv
made hlm a multz-mﬂhona;re
remmains at large. When Wilson:
failed to respond to the indictment
on April 23, U.S. District Court in,
Washmgton issued a warrant for his
arre:.t .

Accordmﬂ to Barcella leson is
believed to be * moving between his ;
offices in Switzerland and London
or at his home in Tripoli [in Libya]. [
Most likely he is in Tripoli.” -

- Barcella said he has talked mth
Wilson’s' * ~ attorhey, Seymour
Glanzer. Glanzer refused to com-

0

ment on hlS client.. e
Ao ® @ e ]
From sources in the CIA at the

'Natxonal Security Agency, the FBI

and:-in- the Congress, the Sunday

-News Journal has put together an
-account of Task Force 157, Wilson’s
‘connections to tne CIA and Inman s

actions:
"Task Force 137 was formed in’

’

tions, to give naval mtelhgence bet--

_Whohad infiltratea the task force at ;
‘the "behest of the CIA — were .

actually sewdmg themfurn"atmn to.
-the CIA

l

L

In 1974 Kissinger to]d a Se'xate,
committee that a Mavy clerk
assigned to ‘his.office who had|

access to “eyes-only” messages to
President Nixon, .was. also
forwarding them to Moorer. ‘

< By the time Inman shut down the'
unitinlate 1975, Task Foree 157 had
grown from a few intellizence oper- |
-atives to 167 field agerts and 200
headquarters officials. -

Using a number of phoay busmess
fronts, ‘the task force became a free
agent, competing with .ind under-
mining other 1ntellwence groups
and dealing du-ectly vi:ith foreign
governmenb some them hostlle o
the United States. ]

"It wasinvolvedin a wide ranﬂe of |

Intelligence activities, many para}-!

Iellmv the activities of the Cla,: ’
mclLdmo evaluating Soviet balhstzc

_missile strength -and anti- subma-;

rme warfare... Lo p

<-Inman told mvestmatoxs that mxl-‘ |

lions of . doltars: bemg spant by the
task force could, not be accounted
for:i o xtemm gl 5
The bulk of the staff vias dm"m
from C1A contract spies, ot on foll-
time duty with the agency, or from
the military. Exactly how the task
force was put together and how it
grew is still not clear. ‘
After Wilson was fired by Inman,
he resumed his contract work for

-the CIA by organizing a group of

Cuban refugees to conduct terrorist,
activities in South Africa and Latin

America. A number of the task. -

force employees had been CIA-:
trained Cuban operatives - were-
hired by Wllson accordiag to FBI
sources.

Although W xlson workej with the
Task Force 157 project from 1971 to
1975, he remained on the CIA pay--
roll and reported. to Theodore
Shackley, who had been former CIA
director Richard Helms’ s ight-hand
man for clandestine operations.

When Inman fired Wilson, Shack-
ley called the admiral and urged

ter communications and hugxéq SBYO 901 W&%ﬁ&%ﬁ% L‘gh S}E’ﬁkley,
e any
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more, could not be locates! for com--

ment. o o &
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o Washington Post Sratt Writer |3 7
_The-director of the National Security Agency said :
yesterday- that his codebreaking organization’s se..
crets-have been better. kept by the House and Sen:-
ate Intelligence committees than. they:have.peen |

i by the~executive-hrancl, —— ~~ T

i =Testifylng before the tHouse Intelligence. Commit.-
j‘te'e}‘fthe-j,'NSA-_',director, Vice Admirat B.“R. .Inman.
(USN), said he had no qualms about. diseussing even

' tightly-iguarded -details about NSA #sources=and*
Imethods” with the ‘two: congressional panels ‘sef up”,
;'td,'o?erseéfthe-intelligence"qommunity._-_ DR e

{ ~His.views, expressed-at. a hearing on - proposed

p ; legislative charter for the U.S. intelligerice commu:-
i nity;: Seertled “to contrast"ﬁsharp}y;:‘wi;h_;; Tuesday's’

{ testimony by Central Intelligence  Agency Director -

! Stansfield Turner. The CIA director-contended that:

; he should not be required  to- disclose -any’ intelli--

i gence sources or-methods_to th_é‘_“c*afb\:@:dmmitteé;.f,é@,

% - THe proposed charter would oblige',."’c_he;CI}L and_
}all other U.S. intelligence ‘agencies’ to provide the.
¢ intelligéncé committees with whatever information’
ithey: feel they need.: Turner took 'the- positionithat .
i this would conflict with his existinig statutory duty; )

fas’. director ."of: ‘central intelligente! fo p:bt_ect";

i sources and methods from unauthorized disclosm
¥ Adm. Inman took™ no stand on whether fullcon-?
_égressi(')n;al' access to information should be required |
<by law—a step that the”CIA and. the Carter White,
?;House»‘Str_gngly:-Oprse—-but.-he~ said he-has always.]
felt free to- diseuss’ any NSA se =with’the Jr
;ligence.committee. i
i -Byicontrasf, Inman said, s with,
ifa lot: of “discussions about sourc_es_jand.m'éthods’j_n’?_.j
ithe executive: branch SHe gave Hoexamples, but he
isaid ““myexperience iwiths these’ two - committees
. :[Sendte “and 'House: Intelllgence) “has “been’ betfer!

s A
-Wis:) said hesagre

i Rep.Les Aspin (D: d heagh
old Inman’that “E'm justsorryy

jedly andt

lestifieq .-
5 “TH bly “in ubl -
;replied: i e SRR L 2 N

3 Turner d.Tuésday that he would cut his budget’

for humaif intelligence collection in halt it Corigress
“passedd law-requiring- full :access™to ‘information. ]
He"sai ould have.a “c Mling f.fggt’_,’_’_o_n‘sbu;ces‘:;

ave a

abroad: e o P, IS
o Taeiedde ikl 2 d A5 L,
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